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The Antivivisectionists and Animal Experimentation 
--An Editorial by Morris Fishbein 
"An Anti vivisectionist, 11 said Dr. 3-eorge Jean Nathan a good rnaey years 
ago, "is a woman who strains at a guinea pig and swallows a baby." 
Today the whole world recognizes what science has done for mankind. The 
people who oppose experiments on animals are those who are without knowledge 
as to what science has contributed to the life and comfort not only of man 
but also of animals. Without the aid of experimentation on animals Pasteur 
could not have founded the science of bacteriology. Such diseases as 
hydrophobia, tuberculosis, yellow fever, scarlet fever, diphtheria and diabetes 
would not be controlled as they are controlled today by medical science. 
The sums saved and earned through the prevention of illness, through 
the opening up of countries which were constantly menaced by disease, through 
the building of the Pa� Canal, and through the saving of lives of workers 
in industry, all dependent in large part on a.minal experimentation, are a 
figure so vast as to be almost incredible. Studies using animals are absolutely 
necessary to determine the potency of drugs used to save lives. The standardization 
of insulin, of diphtheria antitoxin, of the drugs used for the heart and to 
relieve pain, depends on the use of frogs, cats, guinea pigs, and dogs. 
Pituitary extract which has saved millions of hours of suffering for women in 
childbirth must be tested on the organs of guinea pigs or cats to determind 
its power to produce its definite effect. Even ergot, known for centuries to be 
of value in aiding the control of hemorrhage after the birth of a child, is also 
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thoroughly tested on animals before it is sold for use on human beings. The 
use of smallpox vaccine, which has stamped out smallpox from most of the 
civilized world, is dependent on the utilization of the calf and the pig. 
Shall the poisonous doses of potent drugs be learned by tests made on the 
white rat or the guinea pig or on man? Shall we permit men and women and children 
to die or suffer unnecessary mutilation to spare the feelings of the -white mouse? 
During the war even the prisoners in our penitentiaries volunteered to be in­
fected with malaria so that the most efficient drugs for the control of the 
disease in our soldiers and sailors could be developed. Is there any reason 
why the dog should not serve equally with the courageous boys and girls of 
our colleges who volunteer often for the type of study that is necessary in 
making progress against disease? 
People with logical minds often wonder why such arguments as those that 
have been �iven are necessary. The average sensible American businessman or 
farmer and the average intelligent woman are likely to feel that we are agitating 
a cause in which the side of reason is so obvious that continued discussion is 
a waste of effort, but there is a reason which in itself indicates the lack of 
logic that prevails in some aspects of our civilization. Misguided people of 
great wealth who are more inspired by sentiment than by sense have bequeathed 
vast sums of money in trust to promote continuous opposition to experiments on 
aminals. 
The executive secretaries who hold what seem to be life-time jobs as the 
directors of these trusts revive and stimulate the opposition year after year 
and the money that supports then keeps coming from these bequests and trust 
funds. As a part of their effort they get legislators, searching for any kind 
of publicity, to introduce their bills and to defend them before the state 
legislators and the Congress with floods of crocodile tears. Year after year 
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the university presidents, professors, physicians and representatives of 
industries vlho are vitally affected must be mobilized in opposition to this 
deluge of misguided sentiment. Year after year chemists, biologists, 
sociologists and statesmen have to give freely of their time and their 
funds to meet the attacks of these antisocial propagandists. 
Science is the hope of the future for the progress of humanity. The 
scientists have themselves established regulations to control experimentation 
on animals which assure the most careful consideration in undertaking necessary 
studies. They deserve our confidence and our support. 

